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educated in Germany; and in whatever country he
might have been trained he will develop in it a
ceitam kind of quickness or power peculiar to the
nation. If he is brought up at sea he will start from
the soundest sleep at hearing an alarmed whisper,
although the whisperer himself can hardly hear Ms
own voice in the tumult of the storm. If trained on
the American prairies he will be as readily roused by
the imitated sound of an owl's cry or a wolfs howl,
although he will not mind the original. Could we
conceive a boy as brought up from infancy as a girl,
and kept in innocent ignorance of his own sex, like
MADEMOISELLE BE CEOISY, who will doubt that he would
acquire all the usual feminine quickness of perception
as to the details of dress ? In every kind of calling
we can see, if we will, wonderful instances of develop-
ment, of readiness and tact when necessity has been,
the master. "Whether quick or slow by nature, the
boy of European or American birth will, as boys go,
develop, according to his education, such a variety of
quickness of perception, in so many degrees, as to
fairly justify us in concluding that if we had only
duly mastered the subject, the means exist of enabling
us to make any child observant. A man may judge
very wisely of a thing when he sees it, and yet be
slow to observe; another may see everything, and
form no judgment whatever But judgment was
never any the worse for quick perception, nay, it
often springs from it. Those who see readily think
rapidly.

I have elsewhere spoken of the manner in which
thieves train dull boys to become observant, and how
by merely practising with the eyes in watching objects